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PRESS RELEASE - 24 April 2001

PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO -- A prominent downtown non-profit group has decided to challenge the upcoming re-zoning under the City of Peterborough's Official Plan.

Thirty-two year old Trent Radio, which sits at the corner of Parkhill and George streets, is seeking participant status at upcoming Ontario Municipal Board hearings.

"Trent Radio was built upon Trent University's original mission," said John Muir, Trent Radio General Manager. "It was designed in a way that the students could give something back to the people of Peterborough from an accessible downtown location."

Trent Radio's Board of Directors decided to join local lawyer Richard Taylor in his previous solo challenge to the Official Plan's proposed re-zoning of key downtown properties to commercial. "As property owners, we worry that if the university is successful in pulling the colleges out of the downtown inevitably we will go too." Muir said.

"It is as hard to imagine Trent Radio without the support of Peterborough's various communities as it is without that of Trent students."

He added that the Board doubts local neighbours have any idea about the implications of the proposed re-zoning of the Peter Robinson College and Traill College properties. Under proposed rezoning these properties could become clinics, restaurants, churches, or even bingo halls.

Taylor's appeal, filed with the OMB, challenges this rezoning and seeks proper land use planning analysis including traffic generation and the impact on abutting properties.

Trent Radio was established and sponsored by the students of Trent University in 1968, and incorporated with registered charity status in 1978. In 1984 it was granted a broadcast licence and the following year purchased and renovated 715 George Street North as a community radio facility to be shared with the community as a whole.
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For more information or to set a time for an interview, please contact John Muir;

During the OMB hearing on Tue, 24 April 2001, at the City Council Chambers, 500 George  Street North or by temporary cell phone (416) 268 1914 ;

Otherwise at Trent Radio 741 4011, 745 3247 at home or email jkmuir@trentu.ca.
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